APRIL 29, 1969 



MEMBERS OF THE JURY HEAD FOR COURT in Meridian, Miss., this morn- 
ing to hear testimony in the federal conspiracy case where 11 men are charged 
in connection with the death of Hattiesburg Negro leader Vernon F. Dahmer. 


FBI Paid Dahmer 
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Defense Lawyers 


MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP) — 
Defense lawyers today 
charged t h e government 
‘'bought and paid for” a wit- 
ness expected to testify 
against II men accused of 
conspiring in the firebomb 
death of Vernon Dahmer. 

In their opening statements 
to the federal district court 
jury, the lawyers for the II 
charged with planning the 
1966 nightrider attack antici- 
pated the government would 
rely on the testimony of Billy 
Ray Pitts in building its case. 

“This man pleaded guilty to 
murder and arson,” said at- 
torney Lawrence Arrington of 
Hattiesburg. “You’d think he 
would be placed in jail In- 
stead he was placed in a plush 
motel. He had a guitar, a ra- 
dio and a television . . . and 


a blonde companion who ca- 
vorted about the swimming 
pool with him in the company 
of agents of the FBI. 

“It is our contention that 
was part of the deal. Billy 
Ray Pitts was bought and 
paid for by the prosecution.” 
Pitts had been a key wit- 
ness in state court charges in 
the death of Dahmer, a Hat- 
tiesburg Negro leader who 
died in a firebomb attack on 
his home and grocery. 

Defense attorney Carl Ber- 
ry of Hattiesburg charged the 
government not only paid Pitts 
“large sums of money and in 
effect had him on the payroll. 
“They allowed him a girl 
friend, Laura Welbom, to vis- 
it with him in pulsh motels 
across the country.” 

Berry said Pitts was living 


Witness , 
Charge 

with her though they both were- 
married and had children. 

The first witness to testify 
was FBI agent James Awe of 
Jackson, who identified the 
location of the Dahmer store 
and home on a map. He also 
located highways and other 
landmarks on the map for the 
jury. 

The defendants include Sam 
Holloway Bowers, 44, former 
Imperial Wizard of the White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan; 
Cecil Victor Sessum, 33; Hen- 
ry Deboxtel, 32; Lawrence 
Byrd Sr., 47; Howard Travis 
Giles, 40; Frank Lyons, 36; 
Deavors Nix, 45; Charles 
Richard Noble, 26; William 
Thomas Smith, 33; Charles 
Clifford Wilson, 36, and Lester 
Thornton, 44; all are from the 
Laurel area. 



